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Scientific & Medical Advisory Council| Call for Applications  
March 2021 

The ALS Canada Scientific & Medical Advisory Council is seeking application for membership. 

ALS Canada is a registered charity, dedicated to working with the ALS community to improve the lives of 
people affected by ALS through support, advocacy, and investment in research for a future without ALS. 

We are a national organization responsible for the ALS Canada Research Program – funding peer-
reviewed research grants and fostering collaboration amongst Canadian researchers, helping to nurture 
new ideas and build capacity. We are one of eight partners in a federation across Canada that come 
together to raise funds for research through the Walk to End ALS and to find ways to partner on 
initiatives that will benefit people living with ALS in Canada. 

Like our provincial partners, ALS Canada has a role in Ontario, where we provide services and support 
for people living with ALS. We conduct direct home visits, facilitate support and bereavement groups 
and collaborate with community partners in palliative care, hospice, community care and occupational 
therapy to deliver quality programs and services to assist people and their families as they make the 
journey with ALS. We also advocate federally, provincially and locally on behalf of people and their 
families for better government support and access within the healthcare system. 

The Scientific & Medical Advisory Council (SMAC) provides strategic advice to the management and 
Board of Directors of ALS Canada with respect to scientific and medical issues related to the research 
portfolio and other activities of the Society. It also serves to promote the value of the research 
community and its findings to various stakeholder communities, and to be a connection between the 
research community and ALS Canada, promoting the values and mission of ALS Canada. 

SMAC is seeking applications from potential members to serve a two-year term from the patient 
community. (A member’s term may be renewed up to three times at the discretion of the Board, 
considering the collective skill requirements and interests). From the applications received, the current 
co-Chairs and CEO will put forward a slate of members to be considered by the Board. 

SMAC will be constructed based on the considerations outlined in the council’s Terms of Reference. 

Please feel free to contact co-Chairs Dr. Christine Vande Velde (c.vande.velde@umontreal.ca) or Dr. 
David Taylor (VP Research, ALS Canada; dtaylor@als.ca) for any additional information. We appreciate 
your support and look forward to hearing back from you. 

Warm regards, 

Josette Melanson 
Chair, ALS Canada Board of Directors 
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The ALS Society of Canada (ALS Canada) is searching for Patient 
Community Representatives to add to our award-winning team. 
The Scientific and Medical Advisory Council (SMAC) provides 
strategic advice to the Board and management of ALS Canada to 
ensure all research activities contribute to the vision of ALS 
Canada, are aligned with the organization’s strategic priorities, are 
informed by best practices, and are carried out with integrity. The 
Council also facilitates collaboration within the Canadian ALS 
research community and supports the Canadian ALS research  
community’s involvement in international initiatives. Join our team today! 

 

Responsibilities: 
• Prepare for, attend, and participate in all SMAC Committee meetings  
• Share personal expertise, experience, and networks to maximize the knowledge and  

influence available to the organization 
• Work collaboratively with other SMAC members to achieve optimal 

recommendations to the Board of Directors  
• Serve as a Patient Community Ambassador for communication of the SMAC and 

ALS Canada processes to internal and external stakeholders, as required  
• Be familiar with pre-read materials provided by the ALS Canada Research Team  
• Inform the ALS Canada Research Team of any areas in need of clarification before the 

panel discussion  
• Support all SMAC recommendations outside of SMAC Meetings 

o Maintain confidentiality regarding the work of SMAC  
• Stay informed about the organization’s activities and have an awareness of 

developments in the organization’s sector 
• Abide by the SMAC Terms of Reference and Volunteer Code of Conduct  
• Chair or participate in sub-Committees or working group at the request of the Chair 
• Act as an ambassador for the cause and organization  
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Qualifications: 
• Personally living with or have been personally affected by ALS  
• Demonstrates strong interest and aptitude in ALS research knowledge engagement  
• Willingness to provide opinions on behalf of the patient community in an open-minded 

and collaborative way to help SMAC achieve optimal recommendations to the Board of 
Directors  

• Willingness to provide internal/external communication on the process by which SMAC 
operates to/on behalf of ALS Canada  

• Professional leadership experience required  
• Previous experience Board or committee experience an asset  
 
Apply today 
Submit an application form and resume to research@als.ca. Please be sure to indicate SMAC 
Patient Community Representative in the subject line of your email. The deadline for 
nominations is March 19th, 2021.  
 

Why join SMAC at ALS Canada? 
A charitable organization that lives its values of accountability, collaboration, compassion, 
integrity, resiliency and respect, ALS Canada works with the ALS community to improve the 
lives of people affected by amyotrophic lateral sclerosis through support, advocacy and 
investment in research for a future without ALS. Fully funded by donors, we were fortunate 
to benefit from the generosity of Canadians during the Ice Bucket Challenge of 2014 and are 
now focused on implementing our 2018 to 2023 strategic plan in support of the following 
long-term impacts: people affected by ALS receive the best possible standard of care; more 
treatments are available to improve quality of life and extend lifespan; and, people are 
empowered to make informed decisions about ALS. 
 
Our world is challenging. The people we serve are dealing with a devastating illness. But in the 
midst of it, their resiliency and spirit is remarkable and moving. You will be touched by the 
community and will find a way to naturally and effectively engage.  
 

 

 

 
ALS Canada is committed to accommodating the individual needs of job 
candidates, In accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities 
Act (AODA), ALS Canada is committed to accommodating applicants with 
disabilities within our recruitment processes. Please contact the HR department 
at jobs@als.ca if you require an accommodation during the recruitment process. 

ALS Canada is committed to being an equitable employer, we strongly 
encourage people from equity seeking groups to apply. 
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Scientific and Medical Council (SMAC) 
Membership Application 

Step 1: Personal Information 

Name (First) ____________________________ (Last) _____________________________________ 

Pronouns (optional): ______________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________________ 

City/Town ___________________________________________ Postal Code __________________ 

Telephone (Bus) ____________________ (Cell)__________________(Home) __________________ 

Email ______________________________________________ 

Step 2: SMAC contribution 

Why does SMAC membership interest you? 

List any skills/areas of expertise that you would bring to SMAC: 

List any current and previous related committee or research experience: 

Please provide a description of any linkages to ALS Canada: 



 
 

www.als.ca 

Describe your comfort with being provided opportunities for leadership in facilitating a more 
harmonious relationship between the patient community, the research community, ALS 
Canada, and other stakeholders that share common goals? This would potentially include, but 
not limited to, acting as a spokesperson for the work of SMAC and ALS Canada while 
confidently bringing forward the perspective of the patient community to SMAC in a 
constructive and open-minded manner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are there any potential issues of confidentiality or conflict of interest that might arise as a result 
of participating on the ALS Canada SMAC? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Signature_______________________________    Date__________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	SMAC Application Form - 2021Mar-fillable
	Step 1: Personal Information

	SMAC Call for Nomination-Letter
	SMAC- Role Posting - Patient Community Representative- Mar 2021
	Responsibilities:
	Why join SMAC at ALS Canada?


	Name First: 
	Last: 
	Pronouns optional: 
	Address: 
	CityTown: 
	Postal Code: 
	Telephone Bus: 
	Cell: 
	Home: 
	Email: 
	Why does SMAC membership interest you: 
	List any skillsareas of expertise that you would bring to SMAC: 
	List any current and previous related committee or research experience: 
	Please provide a description of any linkages to ALS Canada: 
	Describe your comfort with being provided opportunities for leadership in facilitating a more harmonious relationship between the patient community the research community ALS Canada and other stakeholders that share common goals This would potentially include but not limited to acting as a spokesperson for the work of SMAC and ALS Canada while confidently bringing forward the perspective of the patient community to SMAC in a constructive and openminded manner: 
	Are there any potential issues of confidentiality or conflict of interest that might arise as a result of participating on the ALS Canada SMAC: 
	Date: 
	Signature8_es_:signer:signature: 


